-30 t>EC, >34 ]             THE JOINT COMMITTEE BEPORT

Simon Commission without Indians and from that stage they passed through three
Round Table Conferences and finally to the Joint Parliamentary Committee, Jle
said, 'We must acknowledge our said disappointment at the report Not only tnar.
A wrangle is going ou in England between the politicians and the statesmen ana
there is party warfare. India is no* completely out of the picture and Indians are
the victims of the wrangle of selfish and sometimes malicious Britishers. Tney^ get
advice from Lancashire and the British diehard but neglect Indian opinion. The joint
memorandum was signed first by his Highness the Aga Khan and if such a memoran-
dum could be rejected by the Britishers there will be no reason why India should not
say that the Joint Parliamentary Committee report is unacceptable. There is no unity
in India and if there should be complete unadulterated unity anywhere it will be
a miracle. But to base the constitution on the position of the country which is
not united and putting forward provisions which are irksome and against India s
aspirations and attribute {them to want of unity in India is not a fair argument,

He queried, 'Who are thepe men who said that the future constitution would
be used *for unfair purposes ? They are few in number and undue 'importance is
given to their words and needs. For the sins of a *few the whole of India is pena-
lised. Is it fair that the view-point of a section of Indians should be based upon
for making entire India suffer ? There are numbers of Britishers in ^England who
place before the public of England arguments against India. There is great need
of educating the people of England and we have suffered enough by not educating
them. Poor and ignorant people about India are frightened out of their lives
by mischief-mongers in Britain. We must and it is our duty to proclaim as boldly
as we can that this constitution is completely unacceptable. Whether Britain
means it or not all we can do to-day is to show that the constitution is being im-
posed upon India against the wishes of every single Indian. The goal of our party
is Dominion Status that is enjoyed by the British Dominions to-day plus the
Status of Westminister, but there is not a word about Dominion Status in the
entire report. It is a deliberate attempt at breach of faith. The Britishers brought
to India a high sense of duty and the best of their ability and as between
Indian and Indian governed India with justice and equity. We now find solemn
promises made by Britain unceremoniously set aside.

"They will hive to believe it. They will be forced to leave it. The^ will be
driven out of India," said Sir Cowasji, though Indians are now divided. If
England will honour her pledge the sooner the better and say that they will give
Dominion Status within the period of (?) years. If England does not do it she will
be forced to sever her connection with India sooner than she expects.'

Sir Govind Rao Pradhan said that the White Paper was an ugly child with a
squint eye and subdued nose. The Joint Parliamentary Committee had taken off
more things than the 'White Paper. The entire scheme was based on the distrust
of Indians and framed in the interests of the Britishers,

Mr. T. R. Venkata, Rama Sastri referred to the Tory attempt to torpedo the
Bound Table Conference plan and its failure. But meanwhile the Government had
decided what they should do. His opinion of the Joint Parliamentary Committee
scheme was that it was wholly unacceptable. According to the present constitution
there was a provision for the transfer of all subjects in the provinces, but the
Joint Parliamentary scheme removed even that. Much stress was laid on the
lack of unity in India, but the speaker doubted when the unity contemplated by
the British Government could be achieved. The Joint Parliamentary Committee
constitution had not provided for automatic growth, but further progress depended
on the will of the Parliament. The scheme conferred no real provincial autonomy,
not to talk of central responsibility. He urged the continuation of the present
constitution.

j                    expressing   the   labour viewpoint,   condemned the scheme.   He

reminded the British public and politicians of the fall of great empires like the
Roman empire and said that by passing this resolution the Federation -would have
rendered a great service to the British empire as it stressed the ideal of Dominion
fctatus.

A Dr:^-p- Paranjpye said that the Joint Parliamentary Committee scheme took
them backwards. Even women had been given separate electorates despite their
opposition to it. He would not be sorry if the threat of Sir Samuel Hoare to
scrap tne reform scheme was carried out,